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National Disaster Medical System

Workshop

Health Disaster Management: 

Guidelines for Research and Evaluation in the Utstein Style

Working Session 1 (Individual): Distinguishing Hazards, Events, Damage, Change in Function, and Disasters

1. Place a check in the correct category for each:
	
	Hazard
	Event
	Damage 
	Dysfunction
	Disaster

	San Andreas fault
	
	
	
	
	

	Heavy Rainfall
	
	
	
	
	

	Current strain  Avian Influenza
	
	
	
	
	

	Bomb threat
	
	
	
	
	

	Flood
	
	
	
	
	

	Train carrying anhydrous ammonia
	
	
	
	
	

	Anhydrous ammonia spill
	
	
	
	
	

	Overloaded cell phone network
	
	
	
	
	

	Hurricane Katrina
	
	
	
	
	

	15 car pileup blocking only road to city center 
	
	
	
	
	

	Famine requiring food  donations
	
	
	
	
	


2. Name three specific hazards in your community and estimate the probability (high, medium, or low) that the hazard will become an event:

a. Hazard 1:____________________​​​​_______
Risk 1:________________

b. Hazard 2: _______________________​​​​​​____
Risk 2: ​​​________________

c. Hazard 3: ___________________________    
Risk 3: ________________

3. Chose one of the above hazards.  Name one thing your community can do to increase the absorbing capacity, buffering capacity, and response capability specific to that hazard.

a. Increase absorbing capacity (ability to withstand damage=risk 2):

b. Increase buffering capacity (ability to continue functioning, despite damage=risk 3):

c. Increase response capability (risk 4):

4. Consider an “all-hazards approach” for your community. Name one thing your community can do to increase the absorbing capacity, buffering capacity, and response capability specific that will apply to all hazards.

a. Increase absorbing capacity (ability to withstand damage):

b. Increase buffering capacity (ability to continue functioning, despite damage):

c. Increase response capability:

4.  Name 3 specific conditions that have lowered your community’s buffering capacity, absorbing capacity or response capabilities.  Name a method to counter-act each condition which lowers the community resilience.

Example:  Deforestation decreases absorbing capacity for rainfall.  Correct with reforestation. 

       CONDITION




SOLUTION
a.________________________________                ______________________________

b.________________________________                ______________________________

c.________________________________                ______________________________

