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Background
• In many states and communities, acute care, EMS, 

and public health systems are poorly integrated

• Recent terrorist events and natural disasters 
worldwide demonstrate need for interoperable and 
integrated emergency health system

• Relationships must be forged and strengthened 
between organizations to work together on issues to 
improve public safety/health and healthcare system 
preparedness



Background
• FY 2003, RFA issued for “Linkages of Acute Care 

and Emergency Medical Services to State and Local 
Public Health Programs”

• Established through a cooperative agreement, came 
to be known as Terrorism Injuries: Information 
Dissemination and Exchange (TIIDE) Project

• Formed to support collaboration between national 
organizations of professionals in acute medical care, 
trauma, emergency medical services (EMS) with 
state and local public health programs



TIIDE Partners, 2004-2007
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TIIDE Partners, 2004-2007
• American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP)
• American College of Surgeons, Committee on Trauma 

(ACS-COT)
• American Medical Association (AMA)
• American Trauma Society (ATS)
• National Association of EMS Physicians (NAEMSP)
• National Association of Emergency Medical Technicians 

(NAEMT)
• National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO)
• National Native American EMS Association (NNAEMSA)
• State and Territorial Injury Prevention Director’s 

Association (STIPDA)



• American Medical Association and American Public
Health Association

• Leadership of 17 national organizations
• Specific recommendations that are feasible and 

achievable 
• Resulted in publishing Improving Health System 

Preparedness for Terrorism and Mass Casualty 
Events 

TIIDE Activities:
Leadership Summit



TIIDE Activities:
Model Communities

• Establish relationships between the emergency care 
community and public health to effectively respond 
to events that may cause large numbers of injuries

• Communities selected as best practice models for 
EMS and public health interoperation

• Seven Model Communities initially chosen

• Twelve Model Communities as of FY 2008



TIIDE Model Communities
• Clark County Health District, Las Vegas,  Nevada
• Erie County, New York
• Livingston County, New York
• Monroe County, New York
• Louisville, Kentucky
• Boston, Massachusetts
• Eau Claire County, Wisconsin
• County of San Diego, CA
• Palm Beach County, FL
• Chouteau County, MT
• Southeast Wisconsin-Region 7 
• Pinellas County, FL



• Led by American College of Emergency Physicians
• Expert panel review of 50 national courses
• Identification of gaps
• Course / module development
• Pilot courses
• Final products distributed in late 2006 and 2007

TIIDE Activities:
Blast Injury Care Education



• Bombings: Injury Patterns and Care (CD format)
– PowerPoint presentation
– Curriculum guides with teaching points
– One-hour lecture
– Three-hour seminar

• Interactive scenario-based training (CD format)
• Quick reference wall poster
• Quick reference pocket guide

TIIDE Activities:
Blast Injury Care Education



TIIDE Activities:
Blast Injury Care Education



TIIDE Activities:
Blast Injury Care Education



TIIDE Activities:
Blast Injury Care Education



• Translate military injury care advances from 
Iraq/Afghanistan to US civilian health care 

• Develop mass casualty field triage criteria

• Develop clinical primers on different aspects of blast 
injuries 

TIIDE Activities



Clinical Primers

• Blast Lung
• Mental Health
• Extremity Injuries
• Abdominal Injuries
• Eye Injuries
• Ear Injuries
• Crush Injuries
• Burns

• Radiology
• Special Populations:  

Pediatric Injuries
• Special Populations:  

Seniors
• Dirty Bombs
• Immunizations



TIIDE Partners, 2007-2010
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TIIDE Partners, 2004-2007

• American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP)
• American Medical Association (AMA)
• American Trauma Society (ATS)
• National Association of EMS Physicians (NAEMSP)
• National Association of County & City Health Officials 

(NACCHO)
• Southern Nevada Health District



TIIDE 2007-2010 Activities

• Solicit participation from a minimum of 
two additional model communities each year 

• Develop a system for disseminating timely 
information related to injuries resulting from 
terrorism

• Identify evidence-based disaster response training 
needs posed by terrorist attacks and mass casualty 
events 



TIIDE 2007-2010 Activities
• Determine a set of minimum data elements to 

monitor and detect injuries as a result of terrorism

• Assess potential problems with emergency care and 
public health interventions associated with a 
possible terrorist bombing or mass casualty event

• Develop and implement a pilot program for 
addressing patient surge issues in one 
comprehensive health care system



More Information

• CDC Mass Casualty Event Preparedness & Response
http://emergency.cdc.gov/masscasualties/

• TIIDE Project
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/masscasualties/pdf/tiide_fact_sheet2.pdf

• In A Moment’s Notice: Surge Capacity in Terrorist Bombings
emergency.cdc.gov/masscasualties/surgecapacity.asp

• Model Communities
www.bt.cdc.gov/masscasualties/modelcommunities.asp

• Blast injury education products
www.acep.org/blastinjury
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